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Biographical Statement:

Dr Onno Purbo has dedicated his life to promoting the dissemination of knowledge through information and communication technologies (ICTs) in Indonesia, both as a professor at Bandung's Institute of Technology Bandung (ITB) and as the author of nearly 1000 articles and close to 40 books. It's all part of a large plan to empower people through ICTs, and to foster a movement that will see information and know-how being shared through the Internet throughout the geographically-fragmented nation.

Purbo's enthusiasm, dedication, knowledge, and energy make him the perfect candidate for the task of changing the way a nation shares information. His method is twofold: communicate with people through public speaking, articles, and books; and educate others to do the same.

He finished his PhD in 1993 from the University of Waterloo, Canada. Until five years ago, Purbo taught at ITB, striving to help his students become analytical thinkers and writers who could help shape Indonesia's future. It is this desire to educate the public that led Purbo to resign from ITB in 2000 to devote all his energy to promoting ICTs in Indonesia. Usually, he travels to two or three cities a week to give seminars on the feasibility of building infrastructure and to provide training. He has also introduced several alternative Internet technologies, which have been adopted by Indonesian IT communities. The technologies include WiFi-based Internet infrastructure and VoIP MaverickNet. 

He moderates several Indonesian mailing list dealing with the many strategic technologies for society, including jasakom-perjuangan@yahoogroups.com (open access techniques for infrastructure/ethical “hacking”, with more than 13,000 members) and  indowli@yahoogroups.com (dealing with Wireless Internet, with more than 5,000 members).

Most of his written materials can be easily accessed on the Internet. All of his articles are "copylefted" and can be freely downloaded from http://www.bogor.net/idkf and  http://www.apjii.or.id/~voipmerdeka.



Vision of their specific contribution to the GA Strategy Council:
A simple vision, “to see a knowledge based society in Indonesia”, has been the base of most of my activities in the last ten (10) years. It is a challenging endeavor to be pursued.

I am convinced that making knowledge transparent through various platforms (including digital platforms) and open systems impacts on societal empowerment. These ideas and way of thinking have gradually accumulated into a clear vision, strong motivation and direction of my future life.

My experience gained in implementing community-based networks is documented in many articles and papers in various Indonesian media, and disseminated generously in various seminars and workshops. My focus is set towards making the Internet infrastructure accessible for the Indonesian people as it would be the most strategic entry point to enable the society in gaining access to information and knowledge. (High telecommunication tariff, expensive computing facilities, lack of knowledge in IT would be the major barrier for common people in accessing the Internet.)

I understand, the effort is still in its infancy. Currently, with ~2 million Indonesian Internet users in Indonesia out of 200 million population, the task ahead of me to realize the vision is not easy. People’s education would be the primary strategy. Self-funding scheme would assure the sustainability of the movement. I believe God will always help those who do good deeds.

In February 2000, I resigned as a lecturer at ITB and as an Indonesian civil servant. I would like to dedicate my life to educate the Indonesian people not limited to few students at ITB. Since then, I work for no one and spend my time at home writing articles, active on the mailing lists & giving talks. I am fortunate enough to be able to live and share my knowledge to others, even with no permanent jobs (my choice of life). While living happily with my wife Lina & our five (5) children Ito, Reza, Atik, Darry & Dsaq in our tiny & simple house.

This is the perspective I will bring if I am presented with the opportunity to be part of the Global Alliance.

