By: Onno W. Purbo (onno@indo.net.id)

My comments will be very much limited to my area of expertise.

· I am an engineer by training, I am not a social scientist, not a politicians nor a lawyer.

· I am more on Internet related sectors.

· I lean towards copyleft, copywrong, free & open.

What links do you see between the struggles happening in different sectors around patents, copyrights and other forms of monopoly right over information? (Answer can focus on a couple sectors that the panelist knows best)

I see such struggles as the same struggles between

· monopoly vs. liberal market forces.

· copyrights vs. copyleft / copywrong.

· licensed vs. unlicensed / license exempted.

· accredited vs. community acknowledgement

· the have vs. the have not.

· centrallized vs. distributed.

I personally see this as basically a struggle of three (3) simple parameters, namely, money, power / authority and mass.

A simple example in IT industry is the widely known struggle between Microsoft vs. Free & Open Source Software, e.g., GNU/Linux. One insisted to use copyrights on one side, the other more lean towards public license.

The war between these two sides is quite ugly in Indonesia, it took some casualties. In the last three months, the police raid into many Internet kiosks in dozen of cities in Indonesia and sometime the police took the computers of these Internet kiosks that merely kill their income. Some of the operators of the Internet kiosks as well as the head of Indonesian Internet Kiosks Association have to spend some time at the local police headquarters. Such action creates a cry to fight against Microsoft and start a migration process towards Free and Open Source Software especially Linux based.

It seems to me, the bottom line of the above processes is the level of education / mind-set plus the spirit to share / more civilized of the people / communities. Increasing level of education plus spirit to share will shift the sector more towards the right hand side of the spectrum with more liberalized market, lots of public domain works, reducing the poverty in the community and more community participation.

What are your views on the convergence of these movements? (answers can provide perspectives on what the convergence of certain movements might take or mean and strategy ideas, perhaps zooming in on certain countries / regions as examples)

Finding a middle ground is an art. The convergences will likely to be shifted by time. Todays' suitable middle ground may not be a good one in the future and may be shifted as  the surrounding environment parameter may be shifted in time.

A simple example of such process is the liberation of 2.4GHz (WiFi / Wireless Internet) in Indonesia. In the past, the Indonesian government took a middle ground that all frequency must be controlled & managed by the government.

After 12+ years, teaching Indonesian on the detailed on how to implement Internet using WiFi bypassing Telco, and encourage them to invest their money to the system that reaching 1000+ installation per month, it creates sufficient mass and shift in the mind-set.

Such large mass that cry for liberation for 2.4GHz finally forces the Indonesian government to unlicensed the 2.4GHz in 5 January 2005.

It took some casualties during the liberation processes as people use the 2.4GHz frequency without licensed in the past. Police used to come to our place and took our equipment some even have to spend some time in police headquarters.

Pro poor, pro community, pro liberalization policy is struggling processes. My experiences tell me that we can win by either having lots of money, or high power, or large mass. For the poor, the have not, the common, with limited funds and much less power on hand would be easier to win by creating a movement of large mass. Long term education & awareness plays the major role in such large mass movements.

