Farmers in Montana have spent the last four years selling their crops at below the cost of production forcing them to rely on government subsidies.  Kevin McNew, a Montana agricultural economist, has created an Internet-based commodity game that teaches the basics of cash, futures and options markets, and gives farmers a chance to experiment with simulated grain and cattle.  The game has been so popular with Montana farmers that an updated version has been created to track up-to-date prices and offer resources to follow marketing and news trends.  According to McNew the goal of the six-month game is to teach farmers how to manage risk. Alex Offerdahl, program coordinator of Montana MarketManager said,”Producers are tired all the time of hearing they receive all their income from the government. They want to capture more income from the market...If we do a better job of teaching them to use those markets, farm payments would become less important to them.” [SOURCE: San Jose Mercury News, AUTHOR: Associated Press]
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