Athena “New IT  New Equity  New Economy”

There have been a number of comments on this list about the nature of the digital divide.  This topic was the focus of Athena Alliance’s conference “New IT  New Equity  New Economy” and of our subsequent report, Inclusion in the Information Age: Re-framing the Debate, published last October.

Rather than come to a set of conclusions, that report offered a number of points for consideration.  These include:

Point one: Focus on the transformation, not the technology. The issue of concern is the transformation to the Information Age. It is not simply a question of technological deployment. The end purpose is not to narrow some gap, but to ensure that everyone has access to the expanded opportunities.

Point two: Review and coordinate efforts. The problem has aspects from many areas of public policy. Reaching our goal requires a coordinated approach.

Point three: Work to ensure that everyone has access to the technological infrastructure. Barriers to access to the infrastructure are many as are the ways of overcoming those barriers

Point four: Encourage and facilitate participation and involvement by all in the digital economy and information society. To foster participation and involvement, the technology must meet people’s needs  not define those needs.

Point five: Focus economic development on the Information Economy, not the Internet Economy. We must focus on building the local economy’s vitality and ability to compete in the age of globalization and help people make the switch to the new economy.

Point six: We need a better understanding of what is going on. We need both better data and expanded analysis of the socioeconomic aspects of the information technology.

Point seven: The decision making process must be open. True inclusion and opportunity can only occur if the process of decision making is open and transparent.

Point eight: Innovate and experiment. We are in a time of transformation and change. In such a time, we must often invent new ways of coping with our problems and new policies for guiding our economy and society. Learning is the hallmark of the Information Age. Our public policy process must embrace that concept as tightly as the rest of our economy and society already have.

An expanded version of this list (as well as the full report and an

executive summary) is available at our website www.athenaalliance.org—

click on “Athena papers”
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