British Telecom is about to start trials of a new broadband technology that will allow the company to supply broadband to as few as 16 customers at a fraction of the usual cost. Getting broadband to rural areas has been an ongoing challenge. British Telecom has always insisted that the cost of providing broadband infrastructure is only viable if an area promises at least 200 customers. The new “broadband-in-a-box” is a scaled-down version of a technology that allows broadband access over existing cable rather than new fiber optic lines. The initial trial is expected to run for six months, at which time British Telecom and trial sponsors will evaluate the technology and the business model.

[SOURCE: BBC News]

(http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/technology/2191259.stm)
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