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	ASIA PACIFIC TELECOMMUNITY

	APT Regional Forum for ICT Experts in South-East Asia: Meeting 

the Challenges on Digital Gaps Approaching e-Government
4-5 February, Jakarta, Indonesia


Proceedings
I.
Introduction

1.1.
The APT Regional Forum for ICT Experts in South-East Asia: Meeting the Challenges on Digital Gaps Approaching e-Government was held from the 4 to 5 February 2004 in Jakarta, Indonesia.
1.2.
About 86 participants representing APT Members, Associate Members, Affiliate Members, International Organizations and the private sector attended the Forum. 

        
Background
1.3.
The seminar on Regional Forum for ICT Experts in South-East Asia: Meeting the Challenges on Digital Gaps Approaching e-Government was organised by the Asia-Pacific Telecommunity with funding from the Extra-Budgetary Contribution of Japan and co-hosted by the Ministry of Communication and Information (KOMINFO) , Department of Communications (DGPT), and the Ministry of Research and Technology (RISTEK) by the Government of Indonesia. The objectives of the seminar are:
· To review the progress of ICT development in participants’ countries, and to review its impact to economy and society
· To strengthen Government support to ICT activities and promote the use of ICT in every sector
· To exchange information on issues and constraints each country faces in order to enhance ICT capability
· To promote collaboration between Government and ICT experts from non-government sector in order to speed up measures to fill the digital gap due to infrastructure and services, information access, fast technological development and possible isolation from ICT opportunity due to other handicapped conditions.
· To encourage approaches for e-Government and deployment of the Broadband
II.
Session 1: Opening Session

2.1 In his welcome address, H.E. Mr. Syamsul Mu Arif, Minister for Communication and Information (KOMINFO), Indonesia thanked the APT for arranging the Asia-Pacific Regional ICT Leaders Forum for South-East Asia with the theme: Meeting the Challenges on Digital Gaps Approaching e-Government in Jakarta Indonesia which is very meaningful challenges and opportunities that needs a very special attention. He mentioned some points that has been agreed during the WSIS in Geneva last December 2003. He elaborated Indonesia’s milestone in the establishment of the ICT Coordinating Team and the e-Government Task Force under the Presidential Instruction No. 3. This Forum will also provide necessary information and opportunity to exchange ideas among the ICT Leaders in the region. 

He quoted Sir Arthur C. Clrke and Mahatma Gandhi and posed to the participant the challenges in using ICTs to “solve real life problems without creating any new ones” and find out how the last man would be affected by it. He concluded by wishing the Forum to be fruitful and will create some important decision and agreement and strengthen the relationships, cooperation and partnerships among the Asia-Pacific countries in the near future. 
2.2
Mr. Amarendra Narayan, Executive Director of APT welcomed the participants and thanked them for their continued support to the APT.  He thanked the Government of Indonesia, the co-hosting agencies Ministry for Communication and Information (KOMINFO), Ministry of Transportation (DGPT), and Ministry of Research and Technology.  He said that the Asia-Pacific Telecommunity (APT) hosted the ICT Policy Seminar for Development last year in three South-East Country Lao PDR, Myanmar and Vietnam and for Indonesia this year.  He then explained the objectives of the ICT Forum and requested participants for greater cooperation towards the implementation of ICT infrastructure development and specific projects which effected directly the members in the region.  He solicited members’ support in strengthening regional cooperation on matters related to the subjects and requested the participants to work for a focussed output from the Forum. 

III.
Adoption of Agenda and Programme

 3.1
The Provisional Agenda and Tentative Programme were adopted.

IV.
Nomination of Office Bearers 

4.1 The following participants were selected to Chairperson to the following sessions:

Ms. Cecilia Reyes, Assistant Secretary, DOTC Philippines:
 Session 1

Dr. Kanchana Wanichkorn, Researcher, NECTEC Thailand: Session 2


Ms. Asako Toyoda, Senior Officer, MPHPT Japan:

 Session 3


Ms.                                                                            

  Session 4
Mr. KOMINFO, the Chairman of the APT Management Committee and Director General of the Industry Development Division of the KOMINFO was elected as Chairman of the Drafting Committee unanimously. He was assisted by the APT Secretariat and other volunteers who wish to contribute for the efficient performance of Drafting Committee. Mr. --- accepted the chairmanship with gratitude.


Keynote Presentations

4.2
Mr. Hideyuki Oku, Director International Cooperation Division, International Affairs Department of the Ministry of Public Management, Home Affairs, Posts and Telecommunications (MPHPT), Japan delivered the Keynote Presentation address entitled “Toward the Asia Broadband Society”. He explained e-Japan strategies since 2001 IT state strategy and the transition to new e-Japan Strategy called e-Japan Priority Policy Program 2003 .Asia Broadband Program and toward its realization. he   Mr. Oku stated that while the 
He urged that governments and organizations need to work together in the promoting with the use of the best technology.  He hoped that the participants of the Forum would have a better understanding of the issues, and gain valuable knowledge and tangible results that can be shared within their own national administrations.

4.2 In his keynote presentation, H.E. Mr. Syamsul Mu Arif, Minister for Communication and Information (KOMINFO), thanked APT for arranging the Forum.  He briefed the participants on the roles and objectives of the KOMINFO and the Indonesian Plan on ICT.  He said that the Indonesia is willing APT to play a significant role on matters related to the ICT in the region.

4.3 Mr. Amarendra Narayan presented this year’s programme of APT and other ICT initiatives of the APT. He challenged the participants to adopt appropriate strategies for meeting the challenges on digital gaps approaching e-Government in the region which the recommendations of the forum will form an input to APT Work Program next year.

V.
Session 1:  

Chairperson: Asst. Secretary Ms. Cecilia Reyes, Department of Transportation and Communications .

5.1
A paper on “  ” was presented by Mr. Umar Ali Haji Abdullah from Brunei Darussalam . Mr. __  described the experience of the Brunei Darussalam Japan in the past weeks.


He also elaborated on the need for continued cooperation 

5.2
Mr. Snith Xaphdy, Director,  Postel  briefed delegates of the Lao PD.
Leveraging Infrastructure To Meet E-Government Needs
5.3 “Overview of Lao PDR ICT Development  Policy and e-
Strategy” was presented by Mr. Thanongsinnh Kanlagna, Representative ICT Sector of LNCC/CEO Datacom Co., Ltd. He also gave the ICT Policy Strategies and Development of Broadband Initiative in Lao PDR.  He said that the development and implementation of ICT without the parallel development of protective laws can result in destructive abuses that will curb the use of such implementation and ultimately place a limit on the benefits accrued. He concluded by highlighting the need in promoting ICT development in the country especially in the implementation of e-Government between public and private sectors are also needed to stimulate the development of broadband initiatives in the country. 

5.4 “Leveraging Infrastructure to Meet e-Government Needs” was presented by Mr. Turidi bin Mat,  Ministry of Energy, Communications and Multimedia Malaysia. Mr. Turidi introduced Malaysia’s new economic policy under Vision 2020 which has been adjusted to accelerate the development of its ICT infrastructure. He also gave the ICT Policy Strategies and Development of Broadband Initiative in Malaysia.  He said that the development and implementation of ICT The collaboration efforts between public and private sectors are also needed to stimulate the development of broadband initiatives in the country. 

5.5 Mr. Nik Azmin Nik Hussain, ICT Coordinator, Ministry of Energy, Communications and Multimedia Malaysia presented the e-Government in Malaysia. He stressed that 
the government of Malaysia has taken up the challenge of implementing E-Government.  To succeed, it will have to reinvent the way it provides services and interacts with the people, to increase efficiency, convenience and accessibility of 
public sector services to individuals and of its internal operation. He discussed also the overview of Electronic Government in Malaysia, Electronic Government Pilot Projects, Key challenges, Private-Public Sectors Roles in Managing Expectations

Questions – Answers

During the session, APT members stressed the need for APT to play more defining role in ensuring the security of their networks. The delegate in ---- informed the meeting that in ---,. APT members shared their countries’ regulatory framework and policies on network security.
Mr. Amarendra Narayan observed 3 things emerging from the discussion:
· lack of awareness on network security 

· the need to establish national network security policy

· national administration would normally establish regulations without establishing clear policies to support the implementation of the regulations

VI.
Session II:  

Chairperson: Dr. Kanchana Wanjichkorn, National Electronics and Computer Technology Centre, Thailand
6.1
Zaw Tint/Mr. Aung Zaw Myint, Myanmar presented a paper on “--”.  He elaborated on cyber attacks and the defense.  He pointed out that.   He also shared his views on the role of biometrics authentication system in complementing the current network security technologies.  Biometrics authentication system allows for efficient security solution for today’s e-initiatives such as e-commerce and e-government.

6.2 
Ms. Cecilia V. Reyes, Assistant Secretary for Information and Communication 
Technology, Department of Transportation and Communication presented a paper 
entitled “Community e-Center: Delivering e-Government Services in Remote 
Communities”. She outlined her presentation by giving the Philippines’ basic 
statistic on digital divide after the providing the Philippines demography.  She further 
gave explanation on the on-going Philippines Community e-Center Project  including 
its vision and  objectives, salient features, offerings and major stakeholders.   
6.3 A Concept Paper: Strategic Approach to Bridge the Digital Divide in the Philippines was presented by Mr. Renato C. Valencia, Private Sector Co-Chair, ITECC e-Government Committee of the Philippines. In his presentation, he gave the perspectives of the Digital Divide and its causal effects to the individual and the society. He provided the Philippines case and cited some interesting development strides the output situation As   Started presented a “Concept Paper: ” was presented by M.Norain Ali, Manager IDA 

6.4 A Concept Paper: Strategic Approach to Bridge the Digital Divide in the Philippines was presented by Mr. Renato Valencia, Private Sector Co-Chair, ITECC e-Government Committee of the Philippines. presented a “Concept Paper: ” was presented by Ms.Norain Ali, Manager IDA 

6.5 A paper on” was presented  by  Ms. Norain Ali, Manager-IDA of Singapore.

Questions – Answers

Several participants pointed out their difficulties in obtaining information on security such as appropriate technical solution.
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