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ORBICOM

The International Network of UNESCO Chairs in Communications

Since its inception in 1994, the Orbicom Network ’s unique contribution lies in its determination to bring academics, industry professionals, and public sector actors in communications together to participate in shared research and action projects. Too often these domains remain separate and the need to share information, best practices, and resources is ever more crucial in the converging global information economy.

The Network unites 27 Chairs in Communications throughout the world: in Western Europe (Denmark, France, Germany, Spain and the United Kingdom); Eastern Europe (Bulgaria, Hungary, Lithuania, Russia); Central Asia (Kazakhstan); Asia/Pacific (Australia, Japan, Philippines); Africa (Côte d’Ivoire and Morocco); Latin America (Mexico, Uruguay, Brazil, Columbia); and North America (Canada and the United States).

Orbicom brings together over 250 individual members in 62 countries, with representation from communications research, journalism, multimedia, public relations, communications law, international development, and more. Ten representatives of UN Agencies including UNDP, UNOPS, UNFPA, and UNESCO are also key members. The Network achieved full accreditation with consultative status at the Economic and Social Council of the UN in 1997. In November 2002, Orbicom received the UNESCO/UNITWIN award for the quality of its projects.

At the heart of Orbicom is a commitment to a policy of convergence —of ideas, of disciplines, of languages, of sectors, and of regions and nations. The Network shares with UNESCO a commitment to promoting freedom of expression, pluralism, development of infrastructures, and democratization.

Orbicom seeks to develop all disciplines of communications through research programmes, missions of intervention, student/teacher exchanges, professional development, courses abroad for young professionals, seminars, symposia and congresses, all of which facilitate transcultural relations, technology transfer, and the valuation and exchange of different forms of knowledge.

The Network is trilingual (French,Spanish,and English)and its International Secretariat is located at the Université du Québec à Montréal. Orbicom supports the Internet as a dynamic tool for global communication and maintains a trilingual website which is updated regularly (http://www.orbicom.uqam.ca).
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