Dear APDIP Advisory Panel Member,




25 April, 2006
Re: Briefing on UNDP-APDIP

A warm welcome and thank you for accepting our invitation to join the International Advisory Panel of UNDP Asia-Pacific Development Information Programme (UNDP-APDIP). Fourteen members with expertise on a diverse range of issues related to information and communication technologies for development (ICT4D) have joined the panel representing government, civil society, academia, the private sector and regional / international agencies. A list of advisory panel members is given below and is available online at http://www.apdip.net/about/advisory. 
I would like to briefly introduce UNDP-APDIP and some of the activities planned for 2006, and invite you all to share your own ideas and thoughts on what UNDP-APDIP could/should be doing in the remainder of the year. Your guidance and feedback will help us ensure that what we do is both relevant and needed. In addition, we seek your support in connecting UNDP-APDIP with potential partners and donors, and initiating collaborations with organizations interested in similar endeavors.
You will be receiving a package of UNDP-APDIP resources including brochures, publications and CDs. The list of resources is given below.

About APDIP

UNDP-APDIP, established in 1997, aims to promote the development and application of information and communications technology (ICTs) for sustainable human development in the Asia-Pacific region. UNDP-APDIP aims to meet its goals by focusing on three inter-related core areas: (i) policy development and dialogue; (ii) access; and (iii) content development and knowledge management.
Policy development and dialogue 
UNDP-APDIP provides technical advice and builds capacities in formulating and implementing effective policies to harness the potential of ICTs in different sectors at the national level. At the same time, UNDP-APDIP promotes the realignment of ICT investment and interventions towards poverty reduction and the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals. For details, please see (http://www.apdip.net/policy)
Highlights
e-Government / e-Governance
UNDP-APDIP, UNDP Asia Regional Governance Programme and United Nations Centre for Regional Development (UNCRD) are implementing a project to ensure that the knowledge gap on e-government issues among government and non-government decision makers are addressed by documenting innovative strategies and good practices, and sharing lessons learned.

The project focuses on the impacts of e-government initiatives in addressing human development and security concerns. The project includes development of 22 case studies from 12 different countries and a regional peer review workshop. The project will result in the publication of all the case studies in a special issue of the UNCRD journal, the Regional Development Dialogue.
At the national level, a study examining 18 community projects in India that benefit poor people has been completed. It is tentatively entitled ICT for Governance and Poverty Alleviation: Scaling-Up the Successes – A Study of ICT Projects in India. The study ranks the projects by usage, usefulness, service delivery, empowerment and sustainability and looks at their prospect for being scaled-up. This study will be published as part of the UNDP-APDIP ICT4D Series targeted at policy makers. To view other publications in this series, please visit http://www.apdip.net/publications/ict4dseries.
Internet Governance

UNDP-APDIP has recently published a monograph on Internet Governance entitled Internet Governance: Asia-Pacific Perspectives that provides an overview of the key debates on Internet governance. It presents the work of the Open Regional Dialogue on Internet Governance (ORDIG), a UNDP-APDIP project that has solicited and analyzed regional priorities through a variety of research and outputs.

UNDP-APDIP also produced an e-primer and DVD on Internet Governance as reference and for self-learning. This year UNDP-APDIP will continue to build the region’s capacity in addressing Internet governance issues through the Asia-Pacific Internet Governance web portal at http://igov.apdip.net and a regional capacity building initiatives in partnership with United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (UNESCAP). UNDP-APDIP will also contribute to the shaping of the first Internet Governance Forum meeting (see http://www.apdip.net/news/igfpriorities).
Telecommunication Regulations for Sustainable Human Development

UNDP-APDIP, in collaboration with UNDP Asia-Pacific Trade Initiative, Learning Initiatives on Reforms for Network Economies Asia (LIRNEasia), and IDRC of Canada is analyzing the impact of telecommunication regulations on human development and poverty reduction. The analysis will include six in-depth country studies (India, Indonesia, Pakistan, Philippines, Sri Lanka and Thailand), and policy options and strategies for policy makers.
Baseline to Monitor the Implementation of the Pacific Regional Digital Strategy

UNDP-APDIP, in collaboration with UNDP Pacific Sub-Regional Centre in Fiji, the University of the South Pacific and the Pacific Islands Forum Secretariat is planning on conducting a regional study into Pacific Island Countries’ e-readiness as baseline for the Pacific Regional Digital Strategy, identified as a priority in the Pacific Plan for Strengthening Regional Cooperation and Integration. This Plan was endorsed by heads of Government / State at the Pacific Islands Forum Meeting in 2005.
Access 
UNDP-APDIP promotes access to ICTs for all by employing a dynamic mix of strategies including awareness raising, capacity building, and research and development, to empower people to use appropriate tools and technologies and develop solutions that best meet their needs. For details, please see (http://www.apdip.net/access).
Highlights

International Open Source Network (www.iosn.net) 
The International Open Source Network (IOSN), which was established as a community of practice by UNDP-APDIP three years ago, has recently established three new IOSN Centres of Excellence – IOSN ASEAN+3 in Manila, IOSN PIC (Pacific Island Countries) in Suva and IOSN South Asia in Chennai. Together, these Centres will continue the research and development, networking, institutional strengthening and training undertaken by IOSN over the last three years to advance the adoption of free/open source software (FOSS), open standards and open content across the region
(http://www.apdip.net/news/opensourcecentres).
Earlier this year, IOSN joined the OpenDocument Format Alliance, which aims to help ensure that government information, records and documents are accessible across platforms and applications, even as technologies change (http://www.apdip.net/news/odfalliance).
IOSN will be producing a range of products and co-organizing events to raise awareness and build capacities on FOSS, open standards and open content. They include:

FOSS e-Primers: IOSN brings out a series of e-primers that are targeted primarily at policy and decision makers. The e-primers serve as an introduction to a host of FOSS, open standards and open content issues. The latest e-primer is focused on open standards. Forthcoming titles include licensing, and network infrastructure and security
(http://www.iosn.net/foss-primers).
FOSS Documentary: IOSN is finalizing a television documentary on innovative FOSS applications for development. The documentary should be aired on BBC World TV on 10, 11 and 12 May 2006. IOSN will also be publishing a series of FOSS case studies from around the world.
Regional Conference on Open Standards: UNDP-APDIP is co-organizing a Regional Conference on Open Standards: The Key to an Open ICT Ecosystem on 2-4 May 2006 in Bangkok, Thailand. At the conference, UNDP-APDIP will be organizing a one-day policy dialogue on open standards and global interoperability
(http://www.apdip.net/news/openstdsconf).
Asia Commons: IOSN is co-organizing this Asian Conference on the Digital Commons on 6-8 June 2006 in Bangkok, Thailand. The conference is focused on issues related to copyright and software patents (http://www.apdip.net/news/asiacommons).
Training of Trainers: The GNU/Linux System Administration Training of Trainers Programme will take place in the Philippines and Thailand. The programme was offered in Fiji and Vietnam in previous years.

ICT R&D Grants Programme

The ICT R&D Grants Programme has the objective of building institutional research capacity on ICTs in the developing countries of the Asia-Pacific region. The programme is directed at encouraging original and innovative ICT solutions to development problems. UNDP-APDIP has been supporting the ICT R&D Grants Programme since 2002, and co-funded 64 projects to-date from 14 Asia-Pacific countries. UNDP-APDIP is currently reviewing and analyzing the outcomes and lessons emerging from the different projects, and a report of the analysis will be published.
Content Development and Knowledge Management 
UNDP-APDIP promotes the creation, sharing and application of good practices, lessons learned, tools and techniques on different aspects of ICT4D, and supports local content development in different media that is relevant to the cultures and languages of targeted communities. For details, please see (http://www.apdip.net/content).
Highlights

Gender Training for Television Scriptwriters
UNDP-APDIP, in partnership with UNDP Asia-Pacific Gender Mainstreaming Programme and Asia-Pacific Institute for Broadcasting Development (AIBD), is undertaking a project to mainstream gender in television programmes by developing a training manual that will be institutionalized by AIBD and other media training institutes, and used to train media professionals, in particular scriptwriters in the Asia-Pacific region. The project aims to create a sustainable training course/module that promotes the production of gender-sensitive television programmes.
Gender in the Information Society: Emerging Perspectives from South Asia

UNDP-APDIP will shortly release a publication tentatively entitled, Gender in the Information Society: Emerging Perspectives from South Asia, developed in partnership with UNIFEM and IT for Change. This publication is a collection of 13 papers developed for a pre-World Summit on the Information Society seminar.
e-Primers for the Information Economy, Society and Polity Series
This series details the concepts, issues and trends surrounding the information economy, society and polity. It intends to raise awareness and help policy makers and planners understand the relevance of ICT4D, by explaining technical jargon in simple terms. Upcoming titles are focused on gender, small-, micro- and medium-enterprises, and disaster risk reduction (http://www.apdip.net/publications

 HYPERLINK "http://www.apdip.net/publications/iespprimers" /iespprimers).
APDIP e-Notes
APDIP e-Notes are brief snapshots that present analyses of specific issues related to ICTs for sustainable human development in the Asia-Pacific region. This online series launched last year introduces readers to the ‘who, what, where, why and how’ of a wide range of current issues. Upcoming titles will focus on e-governance, FOSS, gender and ICT, and disaster risk reduction and ICT (www.apdip.net/apdipenote).
APDIP Website (http://www.apdip.net)
UNDP-APDIP’s website will undergo a revamp this year with improvements on its user-friendliness and interactivity. All e-primers will be available in wiki format for the ICT4D community to update and edit. Users will also be able to add comments and contribute resources on UNDP-APDIP’s website.
Evaluation
An external evaluation of UNDP-APDIP’s projects and activities from 2002 to 2006 will be conducted in the next few months. The evaluation team will be visiting Fiji, India, Malaysia and Thailand. 
We look forward to your guidance, input and feedback on our plans and activities over the coming months. We will continue to keep you updated.
Once again, thank you kindly for agreeing to serve on the APDIP International Advisory Panel. 

With best regards

Shahid Akhtar,
Programme Coordinator,

UNDP-APDIP, Bangkok

UNDP-APDIP International Advisory Panel Members 
1. Ms. Namrata Bali
General Secretary
Self Employed Women's Association
India
http://sewa.org
2. Ms. Valerie D'Costa
Director, International Division
Infocomm Development Authority
Singapore
http://www.ida.gov.sg
3. Dr. Nasrollah Jahangard
Secretary
Supreme Counil of ICT, Tehran
Iran
4. Dr. Kuk-Hwan Jeong
Senior Research Fellow
Korea Information Strategy Development Institute
Republic of Korea

5. Mr. Kiran Karnik
President
National Association of Software and Service Companies
India
http://www.nasscom.org
6. Dr. Abdul Moyeen Khan
Minister
Ministry of Science and ICT
Bangladesh
http://www.mosict.gov.bd
7. Dr. Thaweesak Koanantakool
Director
National Electronics and Computer Technology Centre
Thailand
http://www.nectec.or.th
8. Ms. Maria Lee-Hoon Ng
Senior Program Office, PAN Asia
International Development Research Centre
Singapore
http://www.idrc.ca
9. Ms. Cristelle Pratt
Director
South Pacific Applied Geoscience Commission
Fiji Islands
http://www.sopac.org 
10. Dr. Onno W. Purbo
Independent Consultant and Researcher (former Professor)
Indonesia
http://sandbox.bellanet.org/~onno/ 
11. Ms. Fuatai Purcell
ICT Advisor / Secretary
National ICT Committee, Government of Samoa
Samoa
http://www.e-samoa.ws
12. Ms. Rinalia Abdul Rahim
Executive Director
Global Knowledge Partnership
Malaysia
http://www.globalknowledge.org
13. Ms. Chat Garcia Ramilo
Coordinator
Association for Progressive Communications Women's Networking Support Programme
Philippines
http://www.apcwomen.org/eng_index.shtml
14. Mr. Sivasankar Thampi

Director

Information, Communication and Space Technology Division (ICSTD)

United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (UNESCAP)

Thailand

http://www.unescap.org/icstd 

List of UNDP-APDIP Resources for Panel Members
Note: We shall be mailing you a set of these materials for your information and use. Most items are also downloadable in full text at http://www.apdip.net/elibrary. Should panel members like to have multiple hardcopies, please do not hesitate to request them.
· APDIP Brochure

· IOSN Brochure

· ORDIG Brochure

· APDIP ICT4D Publications and Video DVD
· An Overview of ICT Policies and e-Strategies of Select Asian Economies

· ICT Policy Formulation and e-Strategy Development: A Comprehensive Guidebook
· Digital Review of Asia Pacific 2005/2006

· Internet Governance: A Primer

· Promoting ICT for Human Development in Asia 2004: Realising the Millennium Development Goals – Summary

· FOSS: Government Policy (Primer)
· FOSS: Localization (Primer)
· FOSS: Open Standards (Primer)
· IOSN Live CD

· Software for Development: Is FOSS the Answer? – DVD of a Panel Debate at the World Summit on the Information Society in Tunis 2005
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