International Day for the Eradication of Poverty

The General Assembly declared 17 October as International Day for the Eradication of Poverty, to be observed beginning in 1993. It noted that activities undertaken with respect to the Day will take into account those undertaken each 17 October by certain non-governmental organizations and invited all States to devote the Day to presenting and promoting, as appropriate in the national context, concrete activities on the eradication of poverty and destitution. The General Assembly also invited intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations to assist States, at their request, in organizing national activities for the observance of International Day for the Eradication of Poverty, paying due attention to the specific problems of the destitute.
  
            [General Assembly resolution 47/196 of 22 December 1992] 
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Secretary General


A WORLD MIRED IN DESPAIR OF POVERTY ‘WILL NOT BE A WORLD AT PEACE’
SAYS SECRETARY-GENERAL, IN MESSAGE ON INTERNATIONAL DAY
Following is Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s message on the International Day for the Eradication of Poverty, observed 17 October:
Yesterday, we observed World Food Day.  Today, we observe the International Day for the Eradication of Poverty.  This year, we are holding joint events in recognition of the close links between hunger and poverty.
Approximately 1.2 billion people struggle to survive on less than a dollar a day.  An estimated 840 million suffer the gnawing pain of hunger, and as many as 24,000 people, many of them children, die every day as a result.  People who are hungry are more susceptible to disease, and find their capacity to work diminished as well.  Hunger also impairs children’s ability to learn, with consequences that are felt long after childhood is over.  There is no time to lose if we are to reach the Millennium Development Goal -- agreed by all the world’s countries -- of halving by 2015 the proportion of people who live on less than a dollar a day and the proportion of people who suffer from hunger.
The achievement of that goal -- and all the other Millennium Development Goals -- depends on many things.  But none is more vital than forging a truly global partnership for development -– which is itself one of the Millennium Development Goals.  Such a partnership requires bold reforms from many developing countries.  But it also requires bold action from developed countries.
An essential component is a trading system that is both free and equitable. The failure of the recent World Trade Organization meeting in Cancún to reach agreement on reducing and ultimately phasing out tariff and non-tariff barriers is a source of great concern.  These barriers shut out many developing countries from the markets of developed countries -– stunting growth, stifling opportunity and starving millions of people who want to trade their way out of poverty.
The Monterrey and Johannesburg conferences on financing for development and sustainable development also set out key parameters and commitments for building a global partnership for development.  Some progress has been made, but much more needs to be done to meet those commitments.
A world that is not advancing towards the Millennium Development Goals -– a world mired in the deprivation of hunger, the prevalence of disease and the despair of poverty -- will not be a world at peace.  On this day, as we recall the link between poverty and hunger, let us also recall the link between development and peace.  And in that spirit, let rich and poor alike rededicate themselves to achieving the Millennium Development Goals.
	Planned events for 17 October 2003

	
EVENTS IN NEW YORK

Commemoration ceremony

Provisional Programme

The eleventh commemoration of the International Day for the Eradication of Poverty will be held on Friday, 17 October at the North Lawn of the United Nations, from 10:30 to 11:45 a.m.

The observance is sponsored jointly by the French and Burkina Faso Missions to the United Nations and organized by the ATD Fourth World, DESA, Department of Public Information (DPI), FAO and the NGO Sub-Committee for the Eradication of Poverty. This year the event features the collaboration of the FAO to underscore the link between poverty and hunger.

The programme will feature:
· A reading of the commemorative stone in different languages; 

· The reading of testimonies from people living in poverty; 

· Messages from the Secretary General of the United Nations, the President of ECOSOC, the Director-General of FAO, and the Permanent Representatives of France and Burkina Faso;
                                                                  more... 

Press briefing/conferences 
· On 16 October, at the Daily Noon Press Briefing, the Secretary-General's spokesman Fred Eckhard will announce the commemoration of the International Day for the Eradication of Poverty on October 17, 2003; 

Expert Group Meeting on Social Funds and Poverty Reduction, 15-16 October, New York

Experts will meet for a two-day meeting to discuss the contribution of social funds to poverty reduction, including lessons learned and good practices. The meeting will be held in Conference Room 8 of the United Nations Building. Click here for more information on the meeting. 

Please check the United Nations Journal for confirmation of the venue for this event. 

	


	Testimonies

The following testimonies were read at the Commemoration Ceremony held at the site of the Commemorative Stone on the North Lawn of the United Nations on 17 October 2001.
	

	 

	  

	How can you get out of poverty when you never have a chance to talk with people whose lives are different from yours?

Testimony by Patricia Williams
International Movement ATD Fourth World  

	

	
We’re here today because poverty violates human rights. We’re here to join all children in saying no to poverty. But joining very poor children also means joining their parents. It means supporting all the efforts they make to build a better life for their children. 

I’d like to share with you the words of Mrs. Isabel Villanueva, a mother, like myself. She is a member of the Fourth World Movement who lives in Asia. She says: 

“I want my children to go to school because I do not want my children to experience what I have gone through. I often went to school with nothing but hunger in my stomach. The lessons couldn’t enter my head. So I stopped going to school. But you are not respected if you do not have knowledge. You cannot talk with educated people. You are afraid they would think you are stupid. And yet, how can you develop your intelligence when you can talk only in your own circles, with poor people like you who have not been to school much either? I want my children to go to school because they learn things that I cannot teach them. I am happy to see that they learn how to respect other people. 

My two boys are used to helping my husband with his work as a scavenger. Sometimes they find old ballpoint pens or half-filled notebooks. They know how to fix them for re-use. I want my children to go to school, because it is a matter of honor to me. Yet, the other week, I could not send them to school. I had nothing to give them for breakfast and no money for their lunch at school. One cannot borrow the money for food from one’s neighbors every day: I was already ashamed to go out and face those to whom I still have debts. But next Monday, the children will go back to school.” 

When I listen to what Mrs. Villanueva is saying, I hear one of the contradictions that trap people in poverty. Her own lack of schooling makes her determined to send her children to school - and yet she doesn’t always send them, depending on her circumstances. Her life is too insecure for her to follow through on things she really intends to do. She is trapped because her family’s human rights have been violated.  Many parents must make impossible choices like hers. Here in North America, the situation is the same. Last month, Mrs. Hudson found herself with no money or food. Her oldest daughter was still not enrolled in school several days after it started. She had spent several days trying to solve the problem and her health problems were aggravated from too much walking. Should she have spent her time going to food pantries to find food? Or should she have gone to the school district to work on the problem with her daughter’s registration? Instead of being able to turn to a social worker for help, she was afraid of a visit from social services. Her children could have been taken from her. 

But to punish her for this situation caused by poverty would make things even harder on her children by tearing them away from loving parents, and sending them into the care of a stranger. Instead of blaming Mrs. Hudson, we need to understand how poverty caused her situation as it did that of Mrs. Villanueva. When we blame these women for not having their children in school, they must spend their time defending themselves. Their children would be better served if all of us reinforced the efforts they are already making to send them. These parents can succeed only if we believe in them enough to let them be the ones guiding our support of their rights. 

If we take the time to meet Mrs. Villanueva or Mrs. Hudson, to let them get to know us, and to be able to speak together in trust, they can teach us about making a better world for all of our children, and about the meaning behind the rights of the child. Listen to what Mrs. Villanueva asks: “How can you develop your intelligence when you can talk only in your own circles, with poor people like you who have not been to school much either?” This is the real trap for the adults and children who are deeply stuck in poverty - that they never have a chance to talk respectfully with others who benefit from education or travel. But the trap works both ways. The world is worse off without the chance to understand who the poor really are, and what they have to teach us about the society we have made. 

Learning from one another, despite all our differences, is very hard. This is where we adults can learn from the Tapori children, from all backgrounds, who have gotten an early start at finding the common ground. 

We can talk about poverty until the sky turns silver. But things won’t truly change until we have learned from one another, across that great divide between rich and poor. 

	  

	Saying “No” to the Injustice of Poverty

Testimony by Nayroby Shabella Urbina
Casa Nueva Vida 

	
We are all here today for the same reason.  We are here to support one another in saying “no” to the injustice of poverty.  All of us come from different ethnic backgrounds.  If you take a look at the person standing there beside you, they are probably very different from you.  Maybe they are thin, obese, black or white.  Some of us may come from luxurious homes, with many jewels and charms on our shoulders, while others may have only a small amount of clothing on their backs.  Some individuals have been through poverty and come from homeless shelters.  I believe, though, that everyone realizes that above all the differences, we are all still human beings that deserve to be treated with dignity and respect. 

I, myself, am a single Hispanic mother residing in a shelter.  I have also experienced poverty.  When you hear the word poverty, though, what comes into your mind?  Maybe just being hungry.  To me, poverty means a lot of different things.  It means being hungry, not having a roof over our heads, struggling in this world to get some clothes or even, say, some rags on our backs.  I think that poverty is also an experience that gives many of us a chance to get on our feet to do the right things in life.  There are many people that think of a homeless person as different.  It shouldn’t be like that, though.  Maybe some of us didn’t get the same chance that others did as a child.  Is that to blame?  No it is not.  Because of that reason, should anyone have his or her rights violated?  No, they shouldn’t.  I am sure that all of us who have at one point been there, in the world of poverty are very thankful and appreciative to the help that we have received from the government.  There is plenty of help out there for anyone that is in need of a roof over his or her head, food, or that just needs financial support.  But that’s not what it is all about. 

There is so much more that we look for from those that are willing to stretch out a hand to us.  We shouldn’t be inferior to anyone, because of the way that we live or because of the individual that we are.  Our emotions are supposed to count too.  What about the equality and sincere respect that each one of us deserves?  In my belief, everyone is very special in his or her own ways.  Whether they are hungry today and full tomorrow.  Or whether they are homeless tonight and under a safe roof in the future.  I also believe that the many people that live in the world of poverty, are not just looking for an easy way out.  Those people don’t just cry out for financial support.  We are individuals that want to feel we belong in this nation too.  So don’t just help us out of pity, or because of your employment duties.  Open up your heart and help us with your soul as well.  Don’t just watch us struggle each day of our lives.  Don’t just sit back and watch us drown ourselves in our own tears.  Don’t just stand there and say that you understand, when you really don’t.  Get up and try to feel us for once.  Try to let the love of your heart come out and make a small difference in our lives. 

    Let us all be treated with dignity and respect. 

    Let us be able to teach our children of poverty that we are all
    one people. 

    Let us be able to teach our children that we belong. 

    Let us teach our children that we must not be blind to the love
    and equality that will be granted to us.

    Let us teach our children that one day we will no longer sing 
    that same painful song.   

	  

	Everyone has something to share

Testimony read by Camilla Roberson 
International Movement ATD Fourth World 

	
From an island in the Indian Ocean, a group of children from the Tapori Movement wrote to us: 

"When people who don't live here come into our neighborhood, they see the bad things, and then they look at us in a certain way.

"Living in misery is not just about being poor. It's also when people look at us and don't smile. 

"We children think that the most true face is the face of a grown-up who is smiling, especially if the grown-up is not from your neighborhood." 

This happens with adults too. There are times when strangers look at you in a certain way. Some neighborhoods have bad reputations and other people don't see the things there that are good. Sometimes even people who live near you won't answer when you say good morning or show any sign of respect. 

Or, for example, in a court of law, too often the lawyers and judges may be looking at people who come there in terms of their poverty and their problems. They don't see the whole picture. They don't have the chance to look for the positive things people do, the things that can be built on for a better future. 

One mother said, "In school, my daughter was also getting bothered by a 6-year-old boy. He would poke her with a pencil and call her names. I met with the teacher and when she talked to him, he finally told her that his parents were not able to take care of him and that he and his sister were living in an abandoned building." This boy had been so mean and that made others angry, but it was also important to learn how he was living and to have the teacher look for help for him.

It can be hard to stop criticizing and to see past bad things. The good things show when people learn to come together as one and to be friends. It seems like since the World Trade Center bombing people in New York have come together, people who don't even know each other are talking together on trains. It shouldn't have to come to this to bring people together.

My children and I went to the vigil at Union Square Park on 14th Street and everybody, white, black, Asian, and people from many countries, got together and shared their feelings and sang songs--it was like we were all family members that night.

Human misery is overwhelming. We know that there are children and families suffering from hunger, living in cemeteries, working in garbage dumps. No one respects their human rights. It keeps us awake at night, crying and wanting to be able to do something. We thought of this after September 11th. So many people have wanted to help. Many were able to volunteer or to give blood or to donate money.

But so many people wanted to help that many were turned away from donating blood or from volunteering. It was frustrating. Maybe today, during this International Year of Volunteers, this can remind all of us how important it is to make it possible for everyone to be able to volunteer, and to contribute. Even the poorest person on the face of the earth doesn't want to spend life asking others for help or sending her own children out to beg. That person wants to be able to share with others, to teach other people from her experience and wisdom. Everybody has a different experience and we all have things to learn from each other. 

I think that poverty should be ended. The United Nations is an important place for people and governments to continue trying to end poverty together, because no one country has all the answers. Poverty has been going on so long that people should not have to suffer any more.
  


 

COMMEMORATIVE STONE 
IN HONOUR OF VICTIMS
OF EXTREME POVERTY 

TROCADERO HUMAN RIGHTS PLAZA, PARIS, FRANCE 
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	OCTOBER 17, 1987 

ON THIS DAY, DEFENDERS OF HUMAN AND CIVIL RIGHTS
FROM EVERY CONTINENT GATHERED HERE. THEY PAID HOMAGE TO THE VICTIMS OF HUNGER, IGNORANCE AND VIOLENCE.


THEY AFFIRMED THEIR CONVICTION THAT HUMAN MISERY
IS NOT INEVITABLE.  THEY PLEDGED THEIR SOLIDARITY
WITH ALL PEOPLE WHO, THROUGHOUT THE WORLD,
STRIVE TO ERADICATE EXTREME POVERTY.
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“WHEREVER HUMAN BEINGS ARE CONDEMNED
TO LIVE IN EXTREME POVERTY, 
HUMAN RIGHTS ARE VIOLATED.
TO COME TOGETHER TO ENSURE THAT
THESE RIGHTS BE RESPECTED IS OUR SOLEMN DUTY.” 
FATHER JOSEPH WRESINSKI            


Translation of the text on the Commemorative Stone in Honor of Victims of Extreme Poverty laid on the Liberties and Human Rights Plaza in Paris, France. This stone has been replicated in public places in many countries including  Belgium, Burkina Faso, Canada,  Germany, Philippines, Portugal  Reunion  Island, Switzerland, and the United States of America. 

  

