Darren Smith gives ademonstration of Moodle, and explains why this free software,
which can be used to create aV LE is the next big thing in ICT education.
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By Darren Smith

The Next Big Thing in ICT Education

We've al done it but let's be honest, maintaining a resources webste is a waste of time!
Initidly you spend ages putting the site together but never redly find the time to keep it up to
date. And why should you? It's essentialy an admin task and surely you' re supposed to be a
teacher, aren’t you? Anyway, even if you are still using it then it has probably just ended up
being a dumping ground for that PowerPoint presentation you used in the lesson the other day
or some hotes in a Word document you found on the web. Ok, so you put a counter on it to see
if the kids are using the site but how many of those hits are yours checking to see if the counter
has gone up?

Enter the next big thing in ICT education: The Virtua Learning Environment (V LE)

You've heard about these. You receive lots of e-mails and flyers in your pigeon hole from
various companies trying to sell you one. According to the Head you need one but you’'re not
daft. The school down the road has spent thousands on theirs and it has just become a dumping
ground for that PowerPoint presentation they used in the lesson the other day. Apparently, they
have even put some of your notes on it which they got from your website!

Why Should Y ou Moodle?

I’'m an ICT and Computing teacher at Egglescliffe School and Sixth Form. | had been looking
around for systems which would help me easily manage my electronic resources and also
systems which would help maintain an dectronic mark book. Googling for such things one day
led me to the Moodle website.

Since then | have been using Moodle extensively with my exam classes and this year the ICT
department has rolled it out across dl seven year groups. At the time of writing, the rollout has
only been going for about five weeks but such is the success, CDT, Business, Drama,
Geography, History, Psychology, Science and our learning mentors are all managing their own
courses and have started to integrate Moodle into their pedagogy. Work colleagues that have
used an array of different VLE systems frequently tell me Moodle has the best features they
have ever come across.



Course Structure

Moodle is structured around the concept of courses. When a student logs in they are presented
with a front screen which contains a list of the courses on which they are enrolled. They can
also access a full list of course if they wish or search for a course by keyword. Y ou will notice
from the image below that students also get alist of links, online users, a calendar showing user
/ course / site specific dates (such as end of term or deadlines) and a list of upcoming events —
usudly due assignments or activities.
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This year, all of our Year Seven ICT classes will participate in six courses in total, closely
following the Key Stage Three National Strategy structure. Each week is allocated a box where
you as a teacher can add text, images, multimedia files and the like. You can aso link to
uploaded files and other web pages through a simple interface. Resources, and even weeks can
be moved about, hidden, deleted and edited. This is fine and to be expected of such a system.
The true power in Moodle comes from adding activities inside the weeks and, of course, how
you as ateacher use them with your students.



AR Course: 7.1 Using ICT - Microsoft Internet Explorer provided by Egglescliffe 1= x|

File  Edt View Favorites Todks  Help ‘

GaBack ~ = - ) @] 4| Qyoearch GiFavortes @iveda 8 By S B - D H #

Address I@‘] http: fvoyager.eoglescliffe. o, ukimoodls course/visw.php?id=21 | e iLmks =
=
7. 1 US.‘Ing ICT You are logged in as Thomas Colin [Logout]
Egglescliffe »» Using ICT
Cnline Users Weekly outline Weelks
flast 1 minutes) 123458789
& Thomas Colin Using ICT Jump to current week
People Welcome to the first unit for ICT - Presenting Information Calendar

ﬂ Participants
ﬁ Graoups
H edit profile

In this unit you will be asked to create a presentation about yourself and << Noverber 2004 >>

present it to the class using suitable presentation software, a projector
and a spoken commentry from you!

Sun #on Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
W: : « 5«

]‘? 1w 11 12 13

Adoii e e You will consider using fonts, colours and sounds based upon their 14 15 16 17 18 19 20
suitability of purpose to enhance your presentation. 31 22 23 24 25 26 27
E, Grades...
3 29 30
Tou will also upload your presentation to the VLE for the teacher to mark
; W Global events | course events
T and you may even be given a chance to mark your own or even the
Activities Group events | User events
presentations of everyone else in the class &
@Assw‘gnments
CJ chats This will be a great way for others in the class to learn interesting things Upcoming Events
? choices i
o about you and also a good way for you to impress vour teacher @ 7.1 Homework 1 -
[ quizzes Introduction to
Resources Presentations (Quiz closes)
%{ Wiorkshops g] Course Chat Room Wednesday, 10 Novernber {0100 Ak}

Unit 7.1

Above you will notice Colin, our test user, has logged on and is viewing the 7.1 Presenting
Information course. On the left hand side (although these elements can be moved or deleted by
teachers) he can see who ése is logged into his course. Amongst other things he can click on
Gradesto see all of hisresults so far and use the activities block to jump directly to assignments
and resources. On the right he can jump to particular weeks and view course and global dates
on his calendar and upcoming events block

When Colin scrolls down he can see the remainder of the course content



W Course: 7.1 Usmg BT - Microsall Internel Explerser provided by Egghescilfa _i®] x|

Fe B Vem Fovodes Tods Help [ |
depk s 2= D Q| Drewch (wrmors Preos P B-SW-HUOH -
Arwis [ ] el oy sger. gt i, phptdez1 =] P i@
4]
3 (m ]

Selecting and using appropriate images

r teacher ard digitial
can loan ane for frae from tl brar
i arrall tharm in t 1L 11 e presentarian,

have acces to 3w
ou with detalls of your
ring them in on a disk of some kind or 8 memory stick.

Week 2 of 7.1 in student view

In week two you will notice Colin has some basic introductory text outlining
that week’ s lesson content along with various resources and activities. Those
familiar with the ICT National Strategy will notice that Colin has access to the
resources which the teacher used in the images lesson. Thiswill obviously aid
Colin in completi ng that weeks quiz homework —if he looks at them again !!!!

=isix

e+ = - Q) 3 ek reeie Frede $ - G- HHOH -
o [ egsiite, oy : Pz ] e Lok
7.1 Using ICT Hlumen =3

Epelaectilts - Using ICT - Bnsoueeas - Pars Precsatatian - Stags 2

Fatt Presentation - Sage 3

c’%@ut me
By Pat
%ﬁ@

Pat’ s Poor Presentation as viewed through the VLE




Any text or resource added to a course can be set as hidden from pupils at the click of a button.
This alows teachers to prevent pupils from completing / viewing upcoming activities without
first experiencing the classroom learning. Another use is for teachers to leave notes for each
other, or themselves, regarding the lesson or course content.
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In the above image you will notice the now visible teacher notes along with the 7.1 PDF
Scheme of Work. The administration block has now been expanded providing me (the teacher)
with various options including the ability to add teachers and students, add new marking scales
(such as A* .. G or V,G,S,C, NC levels and so on), view students grades for all activities and
view / upload coursefiles.



Activities for Assessment
Quizzes

This is the most popular activity among my colleagues. Here you can create a range of self-
marking quiz questions incorporating multiple choices, true/false, cloze, short answer,
numerical, calculated and matching types. Quizzes can be imported from other VLEs or text
files in various different formats. Still not enough quiz options for you? Well, you could also
integrate all of those Hot Potato exercises you have produced and have the scores recorded
automatically in Moodle upon completion. Of course the entire question bank can be used over
and over again enabling you to ether build up a bank of sef-marking homeworks that
automatically become available by date or create end of topic tests based upon the previous
homeworks.
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Using ICT

A student about to attempt a quiz

Everything in the Moodle environment is very configurable. Y ou will notice above the teacher
has set the number of attempts to two and the student will be awarded the highest grade of the
two attempts. A deadline of 10/11/2004 and 4pm has also been set. When the student is ready
they simply hit the attempt quiz now button.
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7.1 Homework 4 - Sound

Attempt 1

Sound Quiz Homework

An audio track which plays on top of an image, animation or film is often called a:

Answer:

Ay sound in a presentation will improve it?

Answer:

© a. speaker

€ b. microphone
© c. voiceover
< d. DvD

CTrue € False

Which of these sound effects would be suitable for a spooky part of the presentation (such as

Halloween)?

Answer:

Lo
Lo}
O
O
&

A student attempting a non-timed quiz

a. Applause
b. A Busy Street

c. & loud party

d. Aslow, creaky door
. Fair Ground

Above you can see a student is presented with multiple choice and T/F questions based upon
the sound lesson in the ICT Nationa Strategy. | hope he reviewed the resources used in the
lesson before he began his attempt! During timed quizzes the countdown appesar at the top right

of their window.

After the quiz has been completed the teacher can access a variety of different statistica
information. | find the most important to be a look through the Grades link in the
administration block. This will provide the teacher with an overview of the year group (or you
can filter by class) and you can clearly see who has not attempted the quiz and who received

what score.
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A teacher’ soverview of attempted activities

Above you can see the results of the first quiz homework for some of a year seven class.
Subsequent activities gopear in further columns to the right (which | have cropped).

Y ou will notice that at least one student owes me some kind of explanation as to why the
homework wasn’'t completed! Scrolling right | can easily identify problems by just looking at
the gapsin the grades.

If you want more information you can easily find out how many attempts which student has
taken and what their score was. Y ou can also view the date and time stamp of the attempts.
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[T B&.7 28 September 2004 OF:38 PM (2 mins 4 secs)
Anoverview of 7.1 quiz 1
If you wish to breakdown the information further then you can click on simple statistics to see

which student got which question correct.
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A simple statistical view of the quiz data




Obviously by a simple scan of the table above you can establish which questions were too easy
and where the common misconceptions may lie. Looking at the average scores at the bottom is
would seem question 11 caused the mogt difficulties in this instance. Note in the above image
you can download the data to your PC in Excel or text format.

Still not enough detail for you? Firstly you need to get out more, seriously! Secondly you need
to click on the detailed statistics link
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Detailed Statistics showing selected answers

Still not enough detail? How about a hobby which involves interacting with other people or, at
the very leadt, leaving the house! No? Scroll down to the bottom of the detailed statigtics

screen.



Item Response Analysis
Question:| Q-1 Q-2 Q-3 Q-4 Q-5 Q-6 Q-7 Q-8 Q-9 Q-10 | Q-11 | Q12 | Q-13 Q-14 | Q-15
Sl True |False | True | True | False | True | False 1 1 1 4 5 5 3 False
Response:
MC#1| True: | True: | True: | True: | True: | True: | True: 272 259 257 56 i 4 16 i
278 31 240 267 74 259 120 110
MIC #2| False: | False: | False: | False: | False: | False: | False: 13 16 13 4 28 12 12 False:
17 265 55 29 223 36 1746 185
MWC#3| - = = = = = = 3 1 14 19 0 1 255 =
MWC#4| - = s = = = = o 16 10 27 7 20 12 =
MIC#5| - - - = = = - - - - - 259 | 298 - -
Percent| 92.6 | 88.3 80 89 74.3 | 86.3 | 6B.6 90.6 86.3 85.6 72.3 | B6.3 86 85 61.6
Correct:
@
Discrim 1.2 123 1.4 1.3 1.7 1.3 2.4 1.3 1.5 1.3 2 1.4 1.5 1.5 2.3
i " |(99/85) | (97/74) (93/67) | (DRITR) | (94/54) |(99/79) (83/34) (100477) (100/68) (38F73) (96/47) (98769) (100/66) |(100767) | (88/38)
ndex:

Now we are having fun!

Obviously such detaled information would be overwhelming for year seven students! When
they click on grades they get a list of al activities and a grade for those attempted.

/3 Using ICT: Grades - Microsoft Internet Explorer provided by Egglescliffe =]
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Address |:éj hitp: fvoyager . egalescliffe. org. Ukimaodls feourse grade phpeid=21 | @ |Lin>5 >
7.1 Using ICT Logout

Egglescliffe » Using ICT » Grades
Grades
Activity Maximum grade Grade
[l 7.1 Homework 1 - Introduction to Presentations 100
& Change your avatar 100
F17.1 Homework 2 - Images 100
7.1 Homework 3 - Fonts and Colours 100
7.1 Homework 4 - Sound 100
% Upload your completed presentation 100
#703
# Teacher Assessment
7 Upload vour presentation here and mark others! 100
7.1 Homework 7 - The Big Assessment 100
Total 800 0
Continue
|

I think young Colinand | will be discussing hislack of progress!



Setting and Marking Assignments

Obviously there are occasions when you need to mark work in a little more depth. The
assignment module alows students to upload a piece of work for you to mark. This could be the
completed presentation in 7.1, their theme park schematic produced in a graphics program, a
video file or aWord document for GCSE coursework. In fact, it could be anything digital.

Complete Your Presentation

Continue work on your presentation with a view to delivering it to the
class next lesson.

Homework

& Upload your completed presentation

Y ear 7 students have been asked to upload their passport presentation

je-» QA 0E9Q@ BB HOH > [ w0 - 5 x|
7.1 Using ICT [T HE

Egglescliffe » Using ICT » Assignments » Upload your completed presentation

Upload your completed presentation

Due date: Saturday, 23 October 2004, 12:00 A (16 days 11 hours)
Maximum grade: 100

Upload your PowerPoint presentation here for marking.

Not submitted yet

Submit your assignment using this form:

I Browse | Upload this file

‘fou are logged in as Thomas Colin (Logout)

Using ICT

A student submitting work

Above you will notice Colin uploading his presentation for the teacher to mark online. Y ou will
also notice some simple information from the teacher that could be expanded upon, that it will
be graded out of 100 (although this could easily be set to NC levels) and that he is submitting
thework alittlelate! | am beginning to question his commitment to my lessons!
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7.1 Using ICT

Egglescliffe » Using ICT = Assignments » Upload your completed presentation » Upload

Uploaded ‘Presentation.ppt’ successfully

Continue

Lognut -

You are logged in as Thomas Colin [Logout)

Using ICT

Colin has uploaded his presentation. It had better be good.

[¢-2-00dQu83 H-36 -HEH >

7.1 US"Ing ICT _<“Jumptu.

Egglescliffe » Using ICT » Assignments » Upload your completed presentation
Upload your completed presentation

Due date: Saturday, 23 October 2004, 12:00 &M (16 days 11 hours)
Maximum grade: 100

Upload your PowerPoint presentation here for marking.
Your submission:

Last modified: #onday, 8 November 2004, 10:39 Ak

Presentation?.ppt

]|

Warning: uploading again will REFLACE vour current submission

Submit your assignment using this form:

Browse... | Upload this file

vou are logged in as Thomas Colin [Logout)

Using ICT

An uploaded assignment awaiting marking

Once the student has uploaded the file the teacher simply clicks the file name to view the work,
chooses a grade from alist (as mentioned earlier you can add your own scales) and then writes

comments in abox.
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Egalescliffe » Using ICT » Assignments » Upload your completed presentation » Submissions Update this Assignment i

Visible groups: | Al participants =

Order: First name Surname Last modified Grade

Save all my feedback I

Thomas Colin  tast modified: Monday, 8 November 2004, 10:39 Ab (16 days 11 haurs late)

&l Presentationt .ppt

@ Feedback:3a/100 =

This is an excellent piece of work. I am stunned at your =]
ICT capablity!

You are & pleasure to teach! Keep up the good work.

A teacher ismarking Colin’swork. Heislucky .... Thistime!

The student will recelve an email to let them know their work has been marked and the student
can access the comments a anytime via the site. In fact the student (and indeed their parents if
you or the student provides them with a password) can review al of the comments made at
anytime across dl of their pieces of work.

I have found this activity, in combination with quizzes, to be avery impressive and smple way
of collecting a scores and feedback bank for every student you teach — with the minimal amount
of effort.

You now aso have automatically and permanently acquired a copy of the students work
allowing you easily provide exempla (or indeed poor) pieces of work to colleagues and students
in the future, along with having a snapshot of the students work to enable you to compare
progress (or indeed the lack of it) against future uploads.

Online assignments can aso be set to having ‘no grade’ which is useful for providing students
with amethod of transferring work to and from home, avoiding al those e-mail issues (blocked
file types, large file sizes, full inboxes, hotmail is banned at schoal, | sent it but it isn’t there
now, Sirl) and without having to go down a more technicd route such as web folders or an
externa FTP server.

Offline assignments can also be created to enable you to, for example, mark their hand drawn
designs or a written test, and maintain the marks and comments along with the uploaded
assignments and other activities.

Using this method you can easily bring up your class list with al of their marks in a table
making it easy to identify trends. Usefully, you can aso download this into Excel or smilar at
the click of a button enabling you to sort to produce class rankings, discover minimum,;
maximum and average values, perform detailed statistics or graphing, or even mail merge the
datainto your reports.
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S
El 100 5
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E’ 53.33 a5
®3.33 oo
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e
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Another look at the 7.1 grades

[¢-» OBGQE9Y B S0 -D0H » EEE
Grades =
Misible groups: |04B3 -
Download in Excel format | Download in text format

First name Surname 7.1 Homework 1 - Introduction to Presentations & Change your avatar [717.1 Homework 2 - Image

Max: 100 Max: 100 Max: 100
7 100
o0 zJ
@ Some files can harm your computer. If the file information below
93.33 . looks suspicious, of pou da nat fully trust the source, do not open o
2 save this file.

Filo name: Using_ICT_Grades.uls
93.33 Filetype:  Microsolt Excel Worksheet

From: “oyager eqglesclffe.org.uk
93.33
. 100 ‘whould pou like bo oper the fils o save it to peur computer?

Open | Save | Concel More Info
83,33 17 Ay a5k betars apening this tyme of fle
93.33 85
93.33 80
. B6.67 100 5
E 93.33 100 65

100 65

A teacher e ecting to download the data to a spreadsheet



o=@ dAEFI B SBH-HHUH >

Grades

Visible groups: |04B3 =

| Download in Excel format | Dovwenload in text format |

First name Surname

Microsoft Excel rades[1]xls =lalx|
IFHS(SRAY tBBS o - (@ F AN @S -0
Al -o-BrulsSE=EHT%, BaEE_-2-A-
4] Fle Edt Yiew Insert Fomat Tools Data Mindow Help ;iilg;li
k20 =] =0
C | D [ E [T F T 6 T H [ 1 [ 3 T kK [ L [ ™M [ N
| |Guiz: 7.1 Assignment: Quiz: 7.1 Quiz: 7.1 Guiz: 7.1 FAssignment: YWarkshap: Quiz: 7.1 Total il
! 100 ] 74.19 174.19]
3 100 95 7333 8056 95.16 444 07|
1 |93.33 20 3333 2775 174.41
i|93.33 85 80 8333 4 B£3.89 41158
it o 2 x B B
1o 100 2 89.79 553.79
1 [93.33 i 86.48 442,14
) [93.33 TR ~|  Ascendng 9365 437 95|
09333 " Descending 9516 451,82
1lsEE7 100 Then by 450.01
2|9333 100 — 390,58
3100 @y 87.1 402.1
4 Then by o
5100 [ =]  asendng 83.87 4.
619333  Descending e e i
7|sB.67 e 7258 298.17|
8 83,33
o100 & Header row £ Mo header row a0.32 44473
1 0
o options..._| ok | cancel | B
2 ]
[« I¥l\Grades / e Tlm
eady [ Bum=6379.75 T S o
] ToU
=

A teacher performing a sort on the data

Lessons

A lesson activity leads the student though a series of pages or slides which can contain text,
images, links and multimedia content. Each dide can end with a question based upon the text. If
the answer is wrong then the student can be forced back to the same page, where they will
remain until the correct answer is given. Thisisauseful way of providing or reinforcing a small
amount of content, such as in an introduction or plenary. The development version of the lesson
module has the facility to set essay answers after the slides which the teacher can mark

manually at alater date.

Other Activities and Features

Aswell as modules designed for assessment, Moodle has many other features.

1 Homework 1 - Introduction to Presentations & Change your avatar [17.1 Homework 2 - Image

Max: 100

95

20

85

100

85

90

85

80

95

65

65



Choices

Choices adlow students to pick a response from a list using radio buttons. This is very smple
and very powerful for conducting simple class surveys and assessing student opinions. Results
can be kept confidential or displayed with or without names depending upon how the teacher

has set up the activity
[¥ 5 o REE B Se EiH [ & - = 7]
7.1 Using ICT <|[umpa EEE

Egglescliffe » Using ICT »» Choices » How good do you think you are?

Wisible groups: |All participants >

On ascale of 1 -5, how good do you think you are at ICT?

€1 - Excellent € 27 - Good 3 - Average € 4 - Not Great €5 - Really Bad

Sawve my choice

You are logged in as Thomas Colin (Logout)

Using ICT

Calin is asked to grade hisown ICT capability
[¢ -+ - 000 0a89 D90 50H > [ - 2 x|
Egglescliffe » Using ICT » Choices » How good do you think you are?

Visible groups: | Al participants

On ascale of 1-5 , how goad do you think vou are at ICT?

& 1 - Excellent 2 - Good € 3 - Average 4 - Not Great €5 - Really Bad

Sawve my choice

Responses

Not answered yet 1 - Excellent 2 - Good 3 - Average 4 - Not Great 5 - Really Bad

193 10 21 15 4 0

Colin’ steacher has allowed him to see anonymous results after he has made his selection



Glossaries

Glossaries alow you to build up an explanation of key words, like the ones
outlined in the Key Stage 3 National Strategy. The interesting aspect is that any
occurrence of these words can be automatically set to link to the glossary. So, if
a student doesn’'t know what the word hypertext means in a set homework they
can simply click on the word to pop-up an explanation. Students can aso be
alowed to contribute to glossaries (if you want them to) where their
submissions can be graded.

Workshops

Workshops are similar to assignments but much more complex. It allows the
teacher to set tasks which comprise of different elements. The uploaded files
can be then be assessed by their peers.
g 1
Class Presentations
You are to make your presentation to the class.

The teacher will grade your presentation

9&? Teacher Assessment

Homework
You are to upload your presentation for other pupils to mark! &
‘ou are to mark your own! @

“You get to mark 5 others from the whole year group &

EE' Upload your presentation here and mark others!

Also complete the quiz and choices below
7.1 Homewark 7 - The Big Assessment

? Self Assessment

? tharking Others

? Receiving Comments

7 Perception

A student is about to click on “upload your presentation here and mark others!”



After the student has uploaded his presentation (in much the same way he would for a standard
assgnment) he is presented with some assessments to complete. In the example below the
teacher has set the workshop for the student to perform a self-assessment and dso five peer
assessments. Peer assessments are completely anonymous in the sense that the student doesn’t
know whose work they are marking. Nor are they aware who is marking their work. This of
course is subject to the fact that the student hasn’t included their name anywhere in the
document — in this case a presentation about themselves!

[¢-% D24 0wD3 BB HEH [ - & <]

Upload your presentation here and mark others!

Due date: Sunday, 7 November 2004, 11:00 PM (11 hours 41 mins)
Maximum grade: 100
Details of Assessment: Specimen Assessment Form

Peer assessment of PowerPoint files

Please assess your Submission(s)

Title Action Comment
iy Presentation Assess Own Worlk

Please assess these Student Submissions

Title Action Comment
Bl About #ie Assess
A all about me Assess
all abot me Assess
About me Assess
About e Assess

Your Assessments

Mo Assessments Done

Submissions

Title Action  Submitted Assessments
iy Presentation Delete ionday, B November 2004, 10:41 AM 0

Colin needs to assess his own work and five others.



|#-2- 030w B3B-BF-EUH »

Assess this submission @

| About Me
| Assessment
Element 1: |\Was the information interesting?
Weight: 1.00
| Grade: Yes © o No
Feedback: =]
E
Element 2: |How where the images linked to what the presentation was about
Weight: 1.00
Grade: Excellent © (o o @ Very Poor
Feedback: =]
&l
Element 3: |"hat do you think about the use of colours and fonts?
Weight: 1.00
Grade: Excellent © (@ o o Very Poor
Feedback: =
|

A student about to grade another student’s work

Above you will notice the teacher has broken down the marking criterion into different
elements, which are roughly in line with the ICT National Strategy 7.1 objectives. Obvioudy a
teacher reviews dl student submissions with al names included and can edit or delete

comments.

General
comment:

Brilliant presentation.

Teacher's Comment:

‘ Grade for Student's Assessment | 0 x

Sawve my Grading

Teachers can also provide grades for student’ s comments on another students work!



[¢-% - 0H A0S HSE-HEH > [ & - = |
| -

Assessment

Element 1: |\Was the information interesting?

Weight: 1.00

‘ Feedback: ‘The information was exciting because she never said anything simply but just with detail and | was using my
imagination.

Element 2: |How where the images linked to what the presentation was about

Weight: 1.00

| found the pictures quite funny especially on the one about her family with her mum holding a hoover and a apron

Feedback:
on.

Element 3: |\What do you think about the use of colours and fonts?

Weight: 1.00
Feedback: |Very creative using different fonts and sizes and especially the colour which made it look really attractive.
Element 4: |Did sound make the presentation better?
Weight: 1.00 |
‘ Feedback: Mo because there was no sound.
Element 5: |Pravide an overall mark for the presentation out of 10
Weight: 1.00

Feedback: |It was very flowery, girly but overall really creative.

An example of area peer assessment from a 'Y ear Seven pupil

When set up correctly, our department feel that a student receiving comments from another
student isavery powerful means of providing feedback.

Also included are activities including Books, Forums, Chat Rooms, Journals and
Pre-Built Learning Style Surveys



[¢-+ 020 0we3 20 -HOH »
7.1 Using ICT s 5]

Epglescliffe = Using ICT » Chats » Course Chat Room

Course Chat Room

Visible groups: | All participants »

Click here to enter the chat now

@

/3 that: Using ICT: Course Chat Room: All participants - Microsoft Internet Explorer p Egglescli g

>3] @

Colin entering the chat room. All conversations are logged

Logging Student Access

| know what you are thinking. Do the kids actually use this? Well, in my humble experience the
answer is aresounding YES! All student activity is logged in significant detail. Not only can
you easily discover when the students logged on to the site but aso what they were looking at
and for how long. Y ou can also examine how many times, if at all, they have viewed aresource
such as homework.

Exploring the logs has provided me with some surprising results. | was amazed to discover that
alot of my more lethargic male students were accessing the site frequently and some were even
reviewing grades and resources on the first Saturday of their summer holidays! It can really
change your perception of some of your students.



TP RADEE RS HOH S J e -7+
Egglescliffe School VLE: ANl participants, Sunday, 7 November 2004 (server time)

[Eqaischfic Schoal VLE (S} =] [ paicipants =] [2undey, ? Nowarrder 2004 =l

Allackdties -] Bhaw hesebags

Displaying 546 records

Fage: 1 2 34 5 & (Next)]

Spreadsheet 500 T November 2004, 1149 P 62,254 64,19 SO course vinw 11,1 Spreadsheat

Spreadshest Sun T November 2004, 11349 P 622545419 — arslgnmeant visw Upload Spresdsrest

sproadsheet Sun 7 November 2004, 1147 P 62.254.64.17 — s ignment Upload Upload Spraadstwit

Spreadsheet Sun T Nowvember 2004, 1148 P 62, 2544419 S — asslgnment view Upload Spreadshest

Spruadshewt Sun T November 2004, 1147 P 622546419 08 — assignmant view 8

Spreadsheet Sun T Hovember 2004, 1147 PM 622544019 B course view 11.1 Sprecdsheat

Spraadthast SUR T NOVERBEF 2004, 11343 Ph 62.264.56.19 W aasignment visw Liplasd Sprasdshest

Spraadshest Sun T NOvembRrZ004, 1143 PH 622546407 B s ignment view A

Spreadshest Sun T November200d, 1102 P 82,254 84,19 — COurge v 11,1 Sprecasheat

AIRL Sun T November 2004, 11283 P B1,129.83.18 — assignmamt view Upload Factoris Program

AzEL Sun T Nowemnber 2004, 1100 P B1,129.83.18 — assignment view A

Al SUR T Novsmber 2004, 1103 PM 8112908318 -_ Assignment visw Medile 4 cuEsHans far shikars,
AzEL SUN T HOVember 2004, 1102 PM 51.129.83.13 —_ Fsigment view A

AlEL Sun T November 2004, 1102 P B1,129.83.18 — assignment view ftarhs for a2 Questions

Using ICT  Sun 7 Nowember 2004, 10,52 P 62.254.64.19 SRR courEe view 74 Using I£T

Using ICT  Sun T Moweenber 004, 10/57 Ph 62254 64,17 SRR S quiT view 3l

Uring ICT Sun 7 Nowember 2004, 10152 P 62.254.564.19 S itz viiew 7.1 Hamdrwerk 3 - Fants and Colours
Using ICT  Sun T MovemberZ0o4, 10:51PM 62286417 S quiz view 71 Homework 3 - Fonts and Colours
Using ICT Sun 7 November 2004, 1048 PM 62.254.54.19 S quiz qubenit 7.1 Homrewerk 3 - Fanes and Calours
Using I€T  Sun T November 2004, 10:43 P 52.284.64.19 - iz attempt 7.1 Homework. 3 - Fonts and Colours &

An example of student actlwty taken at 11:50pm on a Sunday.
The above logs show site wide activity for the day. You can dter the date of filter the logs by
course or even student! Notice the Y ear Seven student who should bein bed!
If you wish to see how much (or little) work a student is doing then you can access the outline
log view per course

[#-s 04 BEeES IE- IO [ wi - * =]
Week 1

B Wacro Exercise (1.5 meg)

T Which grade are you hoplrg For for this ‘B Monday, & September 2004, 02:40 PA (B2 days 21 howrs)

project?

Bl quiz Hamewark 11.1.1 Grade: 90 Wednesday, § September 2004, OE:Z0 PM (80 days 15 hours)
Week 2

# Upload Example Spreadshest - Sundey; 19 September 2004, 011 PR (49 days 1B hours)

& Upload Exompe Spreadsheet 2 - wonday, | Nowember 2004, 12:30 PM (& days 22 hours)

T Which grade are wou aiming for overall
2 Alteration of targst grode?
B quiz Homewerk 11.1.2

Week 3
B Example Identify 1 Vviews  Monday, 20 Septamber X004, 0227 PM (98 davs 21 hours)
B Exammple dentify 2 Tvlews  Monday, 20 September 2004, 0232 PM (98 davs 21 hows)
B} Example |dentify 3 Twiews . Mhonday, 20 Septamber 2004, 02136 PM (48 davs 21 hours)
Bl Example |dentifyd Vulews  dhondiy, 30 September 2004, 02:35 PM (48 days 21 howr)

B quiz Homewsork 41.4.3

The outline view shows which activities a student has accessed, how many times and when



Want a more visual and complete representation to your Big Brother spying? Click on all logs
to see everything the student has done ... ever

(¢ % - QR @ OESL

50 -HOH >

Activity report:  Qutline  Complete  Today's logs Al logs

Hits on Spreadsheet by

33
26 +
20 1
13
7
s T = . - - = = =
] ] 3 & =] =] =] (=] s} 2
7= e} = ~ =+ - @ o i fo
= ~ ~ ~ i = - & = i3
S S
= 5 5 s = 8 s g s @
= = = = = = wn
Displaying 301 records
Page: 1 2 3 4 (Mext)
Mon & Novernber 2004, 10:29 &M 172.16.32.4 assignment wiew Upload Spreadsheet
Man & Nowember 2004, 10:29 AM 172.18.32.4 assignment wiew all
Mon & Nowember 2004, 10:29 &6 172.16.32.4 COUrsE wisw 11.1 Spreadsheet
sun 7 Nowember 2004, 11:49 Pk 62.254.64.19 course wiew 11.1 Spreadsheet
Sun 7 November 2004, 11:49 Ph 62,254 64,19 assignment view Upload Spreadsheet
Sun 7 November 2004, 11:49 P 62.254.64,19 assignment upload  Upload Spreadshest

A complete log of activity based by student

Reusing Courses

Moodle has a facility that allows you to backup a course and then restore it under a different
name whilst removing specified elements. The most powerful way to use this feature is to
essentially copy a course without the user data to provide you with a brand new ‘clean’ course
for the next intake. In the course you will find all of your activities and content which you set
up previoudy, ready to be used again.

Courses for administration

Courses can aso be set up to exclude students. We have an ICT teacher course which contains
important internal and externa deadlines embedded into the course calendar, course
specifications, report templates, Schemes of Work and so on. We dso have a developing



general staff resource area which contains things like a downloadable school calendar,
resources from PD days, minutes from meetings, student tracking documents and so on. Other
departments have also expressed a strong interest in putting their teacher resources online via
the VLE to allow group sharing and modification/

[¢-5 - 0B 0=83 258 HEH > [ & - <]
Upcoming Events Topic outline A holding place for staff .
There are no upcorming [ESAURESS:
e Staff Resources and Information
50 10 calendar. Courses

Mews Ewent

Although this section is protected with an enrolment key, please do

§° 13.1 The Internet
not upload anything confidential to this section @

12 13,2 HTHL

Online Users 13.3 Software
{last 1 minutes) }t 13.4 Website Project
B Smith Mr 10.1 CD Covers
10.2 Specialist Application
(| 10.3 Wectar Logo
Recent Activit 1 l d 3
: General Admin GCSE ICT Grades

Activity since Saturday, & November

2004, 10:58 A 10.1 Interactive Presentation

10.2 Database ol
11.1 Spreadsheet

11.2 Desktop Publishing

11.2 Revision

9.1 Theme Park Case Study

& calendar
B internal phone Directory

Full repart of recent activity

Administration

i e 2 0 :
Example GCSE Project

Settings. .. Exam [PowerPaint]

B Teacher... 22 8.2 Publishing on the web

& rarticipants. .. & %2 7.1 Using ICT

o Backup... Post E¥am.analysis % Exploring Moodle Madules

9’ Restore... staff Resources
all scales. .. ICT Teachers
3 .
B craces . Recording and Assessment o it st
Logs... %2 45 12.1 - Practical Systems
C1Files.. Development
Bl Help... %P 8212.3 - Data

Representation in Computers
°,-F Mewtorking Resrouces - DS

Whole school resources accessed viathe VLE by ateacher

e Teacher forum @] Homework Record sheet

The Moodle Exchange

It takes time to build the courses. The content is the most important aspect of learning but
Moodle can help here also. Although in its early stages, a free resources exchange has been set
up on the Moodle website alowing educators to share their quizzes, lessons and the like. At the
time of writing there are a couple of lessons suitable for A Level Computing and tutorial
courses for parents and students which introduce them to the Moodle experience. | have
uploaded some Key Stage Three quizzes based upon the National Strategy with a view to
submitting more resources if the exchange becomes popular.

Ok, so it’s really good. How much does it cost?

| don’t want to sound like a sales person but how much do you think asystem like thisis worth
to your school ? How much would you be willing to pay? When you have avauein your head
(no cheating) you can read the first sentence in the paragraph below. In fact, you may need to
read the fourth word a few times beforeit sinksin.



The Technical Bit

Moodleis afree CMS (Content Management System), which is sometimesreferred to asaVLE
(Virtud Learning Environment) and can be downloaded from http://www.moodle.org. To get
Moodle up and running you will need a websever, PHP and a supported database. The common
setup is Apache, PHP and MySQL running on either aWindows or Linux server but other
combinations are available. Moodle will also authenticate users against an LDAP server such as
MS Active Directory. If thisis all too technical for you then you could get some web space
from a company like Supanames (http://www.supanames.net), download the zip from the
Moodle website and then just upload the extracted Moodle files and work through the simple
ingdl interface.

Happy Moodling!
Darren Smith


http://www.moodle.org
http://www.supanames.net)

